
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends of Saint Ann 

Catholic School, 
 

Saint Ann School was originally staffed by the 

Benedictine Sisters. They shared with the school 

their love of teaching and the Charism of St. 

Benedict for many years. As we prepare for the 

greatest celebration of our liturgical year, the 

resurrection of Our Lord, Easter, I would like to 

quote a reflection from St. Benedict entitled 

Fasting and Feasting. (from a Benedictine web 

site as quoted in The Tablet, March 3, 2001, 

p.235.) 
 

Lent can be more than a time of fasting; it can be a 

season of feasting. We can use Lent to fast from 

certain things and to feast on others. It is a season in 

which we can: 
Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling 

in them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity 

of life. 

Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of 

light. 

Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing 

power of God. 

Fast from words that pollute; feast on the phrases 

that purify. 

Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger; feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism. 

Fast from worry; feast on the divine order. 

Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation. 

Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressure; feast on unceasing 

prayer. 

Fast from hostility; feast on nonresistance. 

Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for oth-

ers. 

Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from facts that depress; feast on verities that 

uplift. 

Fast from discouragement; feast on hope. 

Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises 

that inspire. 

Fast from shadows of sorrow; feast on the sunlight of 

serenity. 

Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems that overwhelm; feast on prayer 

that undergirds. 
 

On behalf of Saint Ann Catholic School and the 

Spirit of St. Benedict, may God bless each of you 

on your Lenten journey and fill your hearts with 

rejoicing at Easter. 
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The Knightly 

News  Dates to Re-

member: 

 Apr. 4 Bishop Baker 
Visits School 

 Apr. 5 Individual Pic-
tures, Out of Uniform 

 Apr. 9 Bloomin’ Festival 
St. Bernard Prep 

 Apr. 11-15 Spring Break 

 Apr. 21 1:00 Dismissal, 
Holy Thursday 

 Apr. 22 No School, 
Good Friday 

 Apr. 25 SNOW MAKE-
UP DAY 

 Memorial Weekend - 
Seafood Festival 
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The track team has been up and running since the 

fall. The thirteen member team  has just begun 

practicing for relay races. Prior to that, the team 

had been running the 50 & 100 yard dashes and 

the 440 yard distance. Team members enjoy prac-

ticing the long jump at every opportunity they 

can. Their first meet is April 1, at the Crusaders 

Relay Track and Field Invitational hosted by St. 

John’s at Bob Jones High School in Madison. The 

Knights participate in the Huntsville Independent 

Schools League (HISL) for track events and look 

forward to two more meets. Go Knights!!! 
Team member Olivia Hooper works on her long 

jump under direction of Coach Gregg Cauthen. 



Class News! 
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Current Events in the 3K Classroom! 

The students welcomed the New Year 

with party hats and noisemakers when 

we arrived back to school following the 

Christmas break.   January’s snow gave 

us many great opportunities to study 

arctic animals and their habitats.  We 

read the wonderful book by Raymond 

Briggs “Snowman” and made our own gi-

ant snowman to hang in the classroom.  

We have studied about many saints in-

cluding San Juan Diego and the lives of 

George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 

and Martin Luther King Jr. Our big bud-

dies came to see us on Valentine’s Day 

and they also read to us from their fa-

vorite Dr. Seuss books on March 2, in 

honor of his birthday!  We played a 

game called Green Eggs and Ham and we 

made special snacks that looked like the 

Cat’s Hat.  Mr. Kissam read Dr. Seuss 

books to us and let us wear all of the 

hats he brought with him! Many special 

people have come to the school to visit.  

Two of our favorites were Grey’s baby 

cousin Amelia and Logan’s brand new 

baby sister Julia!  It is so exciting when 

we see kids smaller than the 3K stu-

dents! Come in and say “Hello” if you are 

visiting our school and God Bless You! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Kim’s 3K Kids 

 

First Grade has been hard at work un-

der the kind guidance of Mrs. Marten 

who has graciously taught the students 

while Mrs. Bello has been on maternity 

leave with their new daughter Julia. 

Mrs. Bello has missed a few lost teeth, 

some new songs and some great pro-

gress by her students. We are espe-

cially proud of Lauren Grace Acupan who 

won 3rd Place overall in the Youth Art 

Month Carnegie Visual Arts Juried Art 

Exhibit. The contest was judged by the 

Rotary Club of Decatur Daybreak. An 

awards ceremony was held at First Bap-

tist Church to recognize the winners. 
 

Fourth Grade News - We will soon be 

sharpening our writing skills preparing 

ourselves for the Writing and Math As-

sessments on March 21.  In Religion we 

have begun Unit 5 covering the Beati-

tudes that Jesus talked about during 

the Sermon on the Mount.  In our Social 

Studies lesson we are just now finishing 

up Roosevelt's New Deal and how it im-

pacted Alabama.  Chapter 9 will begin 

with the Korean War and also cover the 

Civil Rights Movement.  - Ms. Jolley 

 

5th Grade Class News 

We would like to recognize Victor Fen-

tanes and Erin McCann for their partici-

pation in St. Ann’s Math Tournament on 

February 25th. Congratulations to Erin 

McCann for receiving 3rd place at the 

competition! Fifth grade has been fo-

cusing on God’s healing love in Religion 

class. We are looking for to the begin-

ning of Lent, Ash Wednesday, and par-

ticipating in the Stations of the Cross. 

We are starting Unit 4 in Social Studies 

which is the American Revolution. The 

students are eager to learn about the 

Revolutionary War. We are also looking 

forward to Michelle Chenault’s Martial 

Arts mini lesson on March 28th. We will 

end this month with ITBS testing. - Ms. 

Kisbey-Green 
 
  
 

 
  
 

K4 student Hope Harrell cele-

brates the 100th day of school! 

K5 student Reese O’Steen displays 

100 treasures to her classmates. 

7th graders Mary Grace Vinson, 

Greer Cauthen and Ashley Huntz-

inger enjoying a snack after the St. 

Ann Math Tournament. 
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Saint Ann Catholic School 

hosted its' first annual Middle 

School Math Tournament on 

February 25, 2011. Students 

from the 5th - 8th grade com-

peted in a timed written exam. 

There were three contest divi-

sions: 6th grade Contest, Pre-

Algebra Contest, and Algebra 

1 Contest. Students taking 

advanced math classes com-

peted in the contest level 

higher than their grade level. 

We awarded medals to the top 

three places in each division.  

  

 

6th Grade      Pre Algebra 

1st Place: Hayden Hanserd (6th grade)  1st Place: Mac Weathers (6th grade) 

2nd Place: Elizabeth Boyle (6th grade)   2nd Place: Paul Schartung (6th grade) 

3rd Place: Erin McCann (5th grade)   3rd Place: Erin Gallagher (6th grade) 

     Algebra I 

   1st Place: Mary Grace Vinson (7th grade) 

   2nd Place: Greer Cauthen (7th grade) 

   3rd Place: James Casale (8th grade) 

 

The Math Team will also be participating in two upcoming tournaments. The first one is April 2 at Berry Mid-

dle School. Students from the 6th - 8th grade will be competing in this tournament. The next one is April 30 at 

Randolph School. Students from the 5th and 6th grades will be competing in this tournament.  

Saint Ann Middle School Math Tournament 

3rd grader Albert Batts demonstrates the SMART board to community leaders during one of  

St. Ann’s Community Awareness Tours. 

Campus Scene!  
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Catholicism and Us ! 
St. Ann School develops the Catholic identity of their students in many 
×ÁÙÓȢ  %ÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÍÏÔÏȟ Ȱ4ÒÅÁÔ ÅÖÅȤ
ÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȱ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ  7ÅÅËÌÙ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÔȤ
tend Mass or a Communion Service where the students participate in pro-
claiming scripture preparing and reading the General Intercessions, and 
serving as ushers, gift bearers and choir members. 
 
During special times of the year they participate in other devotional activi-
ties.  During October they gather weekly to pray the rosary.  During Advent 
they prepare for Christmas, focusing on the birth of Christ rather than on 
Santa Claus.  The younger children do learn about St. Nicholas, who some-
times visits and leaves goodies in any shoes placed in the hall.  The last 
week of January is Catholic Schools week.  This year each class made a 
large banner illustrating a saint.  On Shrove Tuesday, the English name for 
Mardi Gras - ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÓÈÒÉÖÅȱȟ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ȰÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎȱȟ  ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
processed to the church where they 'buried' an Alleluia banner, symbolic 
of our Lenten practices of prayer and penance .  The classes carried their 
saint banner as part of this procession.  Friday afternoons during Lent you 
will see them gathered to participate in the Stations of the Cross.  The 
older children present a "Living Stations of the Cross" one Friday to the 

school and later to the parish.  In May the younger children and Eighth Graders lead the May Crowning as our 
liturgical school-year comes to an end.  - Jan. Gile, DRE 

The Knightly News 

Second Graders participated in the Morgan County Mental 

Health Associationõs Program òIõm Thumbodyó. Trained pre-

senters were Geena Bryant and Kathie Borths! Second grade 

also learned the Japanese art of Haiku! 

2nd Grade Student submissions! 

Kika Finley (8th), Stephanie Carbajal (8th), 

Christian Rodriguez (8th) and James 

Casale (8th) marching with the Alleluia 

Banner! 



Volunteer  

Spotlight  

 
Meet Rita Vernetti! Rita 
joins us twice a week for approximately three hours to 
assist our 1st -3rd grade classes with reading. Rita has 
been volunteering at St. Ann School for almost five years 
and loves each minute she spends with the children. Rita 
started volunteering when she saw an ad in the church 
bulletin to help with YES classes, one thing led to another 
and soon enough she was in the school on weekdays 

too.  
 

Rita says that the greatest joy she gets from volunteering 
is seeing the children progress and succeed in their read-
ing. Rita takes the time to listen to the children, and in 
addition to helping with their reading, can be a big source 
of encouragement for them in other situations. In a par-

ticular circumstance, Rita recalls a student that was un-
certain what to do about something and when Rita of-
fered to mention it to the teacher, the student was re-
lieved to have another adult that cared and was willing to 
help. Rita understands that children want to hear they are 

doing well and that they are loved.  
 
Rita was brought up in a Catholic home in coastal Wash-
ington. Her parents worked at the church and regularly 
sponsored seminarians overseas. Ritaôs parents taught 
her to always think of others, to love one another and to 
give back to the church and school. Rita met and married 
her husband Dick and has spent time traveling abroad as 

part of his work with the Department of Defense. 
 
Rita is retired from the State of Alabama Circuit Courts 
and lives in Decatur with her husband Dick and Chihua-
hua Honey. Rita divides her time between Honey, gar-
dening, reading and her grandson Matthew. Rita can still 
be caught leading the Kindergarten YES classes on Sun-
days, serving as secretary for the Pastoral Council of An-
nunciation of the Lord, ushering at Mass and a volunteer-

ing Tuesdays and Thursdays at St. Ann School. 
 
Ritaôs love of her work is evident in her eyes and smile 
and in the eyes and smiles of the children she mentors. 

We appreciate Rita for all she does for our school!!!  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7th grader 

Mary Grace 

Vinson 

perfects a 

Georgia 

O’Keeffee 

flower in 

the Art 

Studio. 

 

7th grade teacher Mr. Hughes 

hones his karaoke skills during 

Catholic Schools Week with 

the help of Mrs. Borths, 

Greer Cauthen, Ms. Grimes 

and Karla Barrerra. 
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The Madison K9 Unit paid a visit to St. Ann 

School during Catholic Schools Week to cele-

brate Community Appreciation Day. Thanks to 

Mrs. Smith and Officer Jordan for coordinating 

the exciting presentation! 

YEA! Decatur 3rd 

Place Overall Winner 

Lauren Grace Acupan 

and her parents. 

Hayden Hanserd (6th) with her Mom, Mimi and Elizabeth 

viewing her work at the Carnegie Visual Arts Center Youth 

Art Month Exhibit 

Meg Borths (7th) with 
Mom (left) and her Ma-

tisse line study still life 

at the Carnegie. 

Fifth grader, Cameron Baxter with 
her Mom and niece view her Van Gogh 

inspired art at the YEA! Exhibit. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, St. Ann School participated in the YEA! Decatur (Youth Educa-

tion in the Arts) Youth Art Month Exhibit at the Carnegie Visual Arts Center 

in Decatur. The exhibit featured art from over twenty-eight schools. Each 

school was allowed to submit only five pieces of art. We are proud to an-

nounce that Lauren Grace Acupan (1st grade) won third place overall for her 

interpretation of a Georgia OôKeeffee flower! Lauren Grace was presented a 

plaque and cash award at First Baptist Church in Decatur just prior to the 

Youth Symphony Concert.  

Sixth Grade at The Cathedral of St. Paul in Birmingham for the 

Catholic Schools Week Mass.  

Special Thanks to Haga Lock and Key for 
their support of our 2010 Holiday Auction. 
To find out how you can support St. Ann 

School via scholarships or special equipment 
purchases and donations, please contact our 

principal, Christine Wright at 

cwright@saintanncatholicschool.com  
or 256-353-6543. 

The Knightly News 



       Sixth Grade Proverbs! 

Page 7 Volume I, Issue 3 

Erin Gallagher 6th grade. Olivia Hooper 6th grade.               Mac Weathers 6th grade. 

Alumni Association Task Force  
An initial committee was formed this January to establish 

an Alumni Association of all graduating classes of St. 

Ann’s School.  The school first opened its doors in 1955 

with 66 students in grades 1 through 4.  In 1960 it had its 

first graduating class of 8th graders. During its 56 year 

history, St. Ann school has provided the quality religious 

education as evidenced by those graduates who have 

gone on to become leaders in education, industry, reli-

gious and the service sector.  The Task Force is seeking 

updates on all graduates of St. Ann School. It is our hope 

to establish contact with as many graduates as possible so 

that we can form a St. Ann Alumni group.  We sincerely 

ask everyone’s assistance in helping us locate all our 

graduates. You can assist the Task Force by contacting 

anyone of its members.  We are seeking contact informa-

tion so that we can invite these individuals to share with 

us their life stories following graduation from St. Ann.   

Please contact the school office at 256-353-6543 if you 

are a graduate, parent of a former student, or might have 

information which might help us in this endeavor. 

 

 

òInputtingó away at the computers in the Library are four members of the 

Task Force.  From left are Barbara Hughes, Dottie Darrell White, Mary 

Ann Wolters and Marina Gauthier. Other members include Trudy Spain, 

Johanna Horton and Jayne Kissam.   

The Sixth Grade studied the period in Scripture from the time of Judges through the Kings during the third quar-

ter.  As part of this study, each student was assigned a proverb to re-write to fit today's language and their under-

standing.  Olivia's  Friendship: "In life some friends will not be your "true" friends.  Your true friends will be caring 

and loving just like family." Erin's Proverb 25:9: "You may talk with your neighbor about your secrets, but do not talk 

about secrets someone told you.  You should not talk about others either." Mac's: "Proverb 25:14 is telling us not to 

lie.  When someone sees clouds and feels wind, they expect rain. When someone is promised something, they ex-

pect it.  When we promise something and do not give it, we are sinning and breaking our promise.  We should not 

promise something we cannot or will not give." 



  
St. Ann Catholic School  -  Teaching as Jesus Taught  
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Support our School!  
Keep clipping Box 
Tops for Education 
and Campbellôs Soup 

Labels!  
 

Shop the Box Top 
Marketplace and 
earn cash for our 

school.  
 
 
 
 

www.btfe.com  

2011-2012 School Supply order 

forms will be sent home in April. 

You will save time, money and 

headaches ordering òjust what 

the teacher 

wantsó with St. 

Ann and 

SchoolKidz.  

Greer (7th) and Ashley (7th) holding a Medieval monas-

tery. Middle School students were assigned to create a 

museum exhibit of an aspect of history that they have 

studied or will study this year. The students created a 

variety of projects, including a monastery, the Coliseum, 

a pyramid, and a burial mound of the Aztec people. The 

exhibits were set up for the school and visitors to view. 

Left is Kendall C. (7th) as St. Herbert of Cologne 

during  the Saints Museum on All Saints Day. Stu-

dents, Saints and parents paraded through the mu-

seum. Each Saint had a brief report to give to visi-

tors who toured the museum. 

To: 
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